
 If you have any questions/concerns, please contact Brandon Lindo or Stephanie Roman by email at 
brandonlindo@chem.ucla.edu & stephanie.roman@chem.ucla.edu  

 

Sponsored by the Houk-Jung Organic Colloquium 

  

The 2023 Organic Graduate Symposium 
Friday, June 16, 2023 | 9:30 AM – 4:30 PM | Yoo Seminar & Conference Hall 

(Collaboratory) Young Hall 4222

 
 
 
9:30 AM     Breakfast/Coffee 
 
10:00 AM   Introduction by Prof. Yves Rubin 
 
10:10 AM Katie Spence 
“Merging Metals and Strained Intermediates” 

- Advisor: Prof. Neil Garg 
- Introducer: Milauni Mehta 

 
10:30 AM: Andrew Kelleghan 
“Strain-Promoted Reactions of 1,2,3-Cyclohexatriene 
and its Derivatives” 

- Advisor: Prof. Neil Garg 
- Introducer: Katie Spence 

 
10:50 AM: Liv Heidenreich 
“Multiplexed Neurotransmitter Sensing Using Aptamer 
Field Effect Transistor Arrays” 

- Advisor: Prof. Anne Andrews 
- Introducer: TBA 

 
11:10–11:30 AM     Refreshment Break 

 
11:30 AM: Milauni Mehta 
“Studies Pertaining to Amide C–N Bond Activation and 
Strained Heterocyclic Allenes” 

- Advisor: Prof. Neil Garg 
- Introducer: Andrew Kelleghan 

 
11:50 AM: Angel Mendoza 
“Cascade Synthesis of Fluorinated Peptidic Polycycles” 

- Advisor: Prof. Patrick Harran 
- Introducer: Morris Dweck 

 
12:10–1:10 PM     Lunch Break 
 

 
 
 
1:10 PM: Anthony Spearman 
“Understanding design principles for chromenylium-
based polymethine dyes for in vivo shortwave infrared 
imaging” 

- Advisor: Prof. Ellen Sletten 
- Introducer: Cesar Garcia 

 
1:30 PM: Ruoxi Wang 
“Development of bridged[2.1.1]bicyclic phosphine 
oxides and application on peptide coupling” 

- Advisor: Prof. Ohyun Kwon 
- Introducer: Tony Moreno 

 
1:50 PM: Woojin Lee 
“Molecular Dynamics of the Norbornyl Cation and Its 
Generation in Winstein-Trifan Solvolysis” 

- Advisor: Prof. Ken Houk & Hosea Nelson 
- Introducer: Steven (Zhenqi) Zhao 

 
2:10–2:30 PM     Refreshment Break 
 
2:30 PM: Morris Dweck 
“Simulating the Structural Landscape of Uniquely 
Structured Macrobicycles” 

- Advisor: Prof. Patrick Harran 
- Introducer: Gilbert Walker 

 
2:50 PM: Cesar Garcia  
“Palladium-Catalyzed Functionalization of Polymethine 
Fluorophores for in vivo SWIR Imaging” 

- Advisor: Prof. Ellen Sletten 
- Introducer: Anthony Spearman 

 
3:10 PM:     Closing Remarks by Prof. Yves Rubin 
3:20 PM:     Reception
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