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To honor Professor Emeritus Richard Dickerson, a giant in structural biology and the second Director of UCLA’s Molecular Biology 
Institute, UCLA has established a new fund to provide resources for enriching biochemistry seminars on campus.  This fund, 
celebrating Professor Dickerson on the occasion of his 90th birthday in October of 2021, will augment the ability of UCLA’s 
biochemists, molecular, and structural biologists to continue the tradition of bringing the best scientific minds to campus to speak 
and interact with our faculty and students. 
 
Professor Dickerson was exceptionally valued by his faculty colleagues, the students in his laboratory, by the national and 
international research communities, and by the multitude of undergraduate and graduate students he taught. This fund recognizes the 
significant contributions of Professor Dickerson to research, education, and the strength of the UCLA academic community. 

Many thanks to the following former students, colleagues, family, and friends of Professor Dickerson whose contributions  
made this seminar fund possible. All contributions were matched by the Jung Matching Initiative. 

Dickerson students & collaborators 
Anonymous Donors 
Helen Berman 
Charles Borders 
Jon Bordner 
Stephen Burley 
Rajagopal Chattopadhyaya &  
Rajarshi Chatterjee 
Vasily Chuprina 
Ben Connor 
Peter Dervan 
Steven Finkel & Beth Rabin  
Terrence Frey 
David Goodsell 
Rob Gunsulus & Imke Schoeder 
Gye Won Han 
Udo Heinemann 
Sean Juo 
Maria Kaczor-Grzeskowiak &  
Kazimierz Grzeskowiak  
Galit Katsir 
Mary & Ernest Kopka 
Kathleen Matthews 
Ho Leung Ng 
Rex Palmer 
Gilbert Prive 
Jordi Quintana & Carmen Verdaguer 
Arthur Riggs 
John Rosenburg 
Richard Scheller & Susan McConnell 
Steven Schichman 
Robert Stroud 
Rosemarie Swanson 
Josina van der Maas 
Cynthia Wolberger 
Kazunori Yanagi 
Hyo-Chun Yoon 
Hanna Yuan 
 
Dickerson family and friends 
Dan Dickerson & Family 
Ian Dickerson & Family 
Joyce Dickerson & Julia Dickerson 
Sara Dickerson & Gabriel Richard Dickerson 
Sandra Geis 

Harry Gray 
Davis Haas 
Alexander Lamb 
Gary Strathearn 
Leslie & Neil Youngblood  
 
 
Molecular Biology Institute faculty 
Anonymous Donor 
Keriann Backus 
Arnold Berk 
James Bowie & Sarah Gardner 
Cliff & Judith Brunk 
Guillaume & Catherine Chanfreau 
Steven Clarke 
Catherine Clarke 
Robert & Joanna Clubb 
Hilary Coller & Leonid Kruglyak 
Albert Courey & Jody Reichel 
David & Lucy Eisenberg 
Frederick Eiserling & Judith Lengyel 
Juli Feigon 
Feng Guo & Hui Zhao 
Kenneth Houk & Fang Liu 
Reid & Lianna Johnson 
Harumi & Takuji Kasamatsu 
Joseph & Rachel Loo 
Jake Lusis 
Sherie & Donald Morrison 
Elizabeth Neufeld 
Matteo Pelligrini & Liudmilla Rubbi 
Doug & Rebecca Rees 
Emil & Hanna Reisler 
Alexander Spokoyny 
Fuyuhiko & Mariko Tamanoi 
Todd & Melissa Yeates 
 
 
Students and postdocs in UCLA 
Structural Biology laboratories 
Brenden Amer 
Charles Bell 
Tracy & Craig Blois 
Melanie & James Brewer 
Albert Chan 
 

Howard Chang  
Steven Eshita  
Gary Fujii 
Elizabeth Massey Gendel  
Elizabeth Goldsmith 
Elizabeth Guenther 
Christopher Hill 
Magdalena Ivanova  
Alex Jacobitz 
Gary Kleiger 
John & Masayo Kornuc 
Sangho Lee 
Brett Lovejoy 
Parag Mallick 
Edward Marcotte 
Timothy Osslund 
Debnath Pal 
Rosemarie Pilpa 
Matthew Redinbo 
Sergio Rotstein 
Lorena Saelices Gomez 
William Scanlon & Eileen McGlynn 
Paul Seidler 
Suart Sievers 
Boyd Steere 
Thomas Terwilliger 
Christopher & Heather Thanos 
Jed Wiltzius 
Minglei Zhao 
 
Biochemistry students at UCLA 
Anonymous Donor 
Qais Al-Hadid 
Rajeswari Athappan 
Todd Brennan & Maureen Su 
Stephanie Cappiello Sandretti & 
Matthew Sandretti 
Jon Chatterton 
Sean Curran 
Carly Daniels 
Stephanie Du-Lin 
Darren Dumlao 
Hao Anh Duong 
Defne Egecioglu 
Ruben Flores-Saaib 
 
 

Jason Gabunilas 
Fernando Gomez 
Andrea Hadjikryiacou 
Nathanel Heckmann 
Edward Hsieh 
Jiandong Huang 
Kin Wai Tony Hung 
Songtao Jia 
Stephen Karpowicz 
Jonathan Katz 
Shilpi Khare 
Pwint Phuy Khine 
Kristen Koch 
Dennis Kuo 
Justine Lee 
Albert Lee 
Tina Branscombe Miranda &     
Mark Miranda 
Bruce & Joy Morimoto 
Anita Nag 
Hanh T.H. Nguyen 
Prasanna Ramachandran 
Girish Ratnaparkhi 
Kumi Sakurai 
Shakir Sayani 
Joyce Sayegh 
Uyephuong Tran 
Billy Tsai 
Hui Su Tsui 
Rebeccah Warmack 
Kristofor Webb 
Jonelle White 
Clint Winkler  
H. Erin Xie & Xiaotian Zhu 
Pok Yang 
Cecilia Zurita-Lopez 
 



Professor Emeritus Richard Dickerson, a native of Illinois, received a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from the Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh (now Carnegie Mellon 
University) in 1953 and a Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the University of Minnesota in 1957, 
followed by two post-doctoral fellowships, first at Leeds University and then at Cambridge 
University. Dickerson began his academic career in 1959 as an assistant professor of physical 
chemistry at the University of Illinois. In 1963 he moved to the California Institute of Technology. 
In 1981, Professor David Eisenberg, who had been a postdoctoral fellow of Dickerson’s at 
Caltech, spearheaded a successful effort to lure Dickerson to UCLA where he went on to hold a 
joint appointment in the Division of Chemistry & Biochemistry, and the Institute of Geophysics 
and Planetary Physics. Dickerson was elected to the National Academy of Sciences and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1985. He formally retired in 2004 but remained active 
in writing about science. 

 
Since the beginning of his career, Dickerson’s research in structural biology has been ground-breaking. As a postdoc at the University 
of Cambridge (under Nobelist Sir John C. Kendrew) he recorded the data and computed the Fourier map for the 2.0 Å structure of 
myoglobin, the first atomic structure of a protein.  As a professor at the University of Illinois, Dickerson produced the famous 
“sausage” diagram of myoglobin, the basis for all future representations of atomic structures of proteins (through Jane Richardson 
and Irving Geis and then computer drawings).  As a professor of physical chemistry at the Caltech, Dickerson’s structural study of 
cytochrome c was expanded into a beautiful exposition of molecular evolution, exemplified by the mosaic on the wall outside the 
main seminar room in Boyer Hall at UCLA.  At UCLA, Dickerson changed his focus to DNA and determined the first atomic 
structure of the B form of DNA.  Watson was quoted as saying that this structure convinced him for the first time that the Watson-
Crick structure was correct! Dickerson also made major contributions to the UCLA bioscience community following Professor Paul 
Boyer as the Director of the Molecular Biology Institute from 1983-1994. His term was characterized by expanding the membership 
through the campus and especially the medical school, and starting the famous Tuesday noon research lunch seminars.   
  
Dickerson’s energy was also reflected in his non-research writings.  In 2005, he wrote ”Present at the Flood: How Structural 
Molecular Biology Came About”; in 2009 a history of the Molecular Biology Institute “The Making of an Institute: The MBI at UCLA 
– 1960-1978”. 
 
Words of praise and appreciation from former students and colleagues: 
 
“Dick Dickerson was a marvelous mentor. He always had time to answer questions, with clear and logical explanations that flowed from his 
deep understanding. His enthusiasm for science was inspiring, as were his interests in music, art, and history. He was a hands-on scientist with a 
gift for writing. When working on his lavishly illustrated books and research papers, he moved his typewriter into the lab, typing away as we 
worked around him. He dove deeply into each of his interests, whether in science or one of his numerous hobbies. He was alert to the 
implications of his findings, for evolution and for biology in general, and he was invariably fun to be around.” David Eisenberg (postdoctoral 
fellow and UCLA faculty colleague). 
 
“I am forever grateful to Prof. Dickerson for guiding my training in structural biology. His perfect combination of seminal research and insightful 
education and outreach have been an inspiration to me throughout my career.” David S. Goodsell (UCLA Ph.D. 1987) 
 
“Dick Dickerson will be remembered as one of the most productive leaders of structural biology, as well as molecular evolution, from the second 
half of the 20th century. He somehow found the time to spread such new knowledge to the world in a series of lucid and well-written textbooks, 
which were read widely. Throughout all of this time, he maintained a kind and congenial relationship with almost all of his colleagues and 
students, and gave brilliant lectures to interested listeners around the world.” Horace Drew (Ph.D. Caltech 1981) 
 
“Dick's trailblazing contributions to boranes, myoglobin, cytochrome c and DNA form the foundational canon of structural chemistry and biology. 
An inspiring teacher and wonderful colleague, his textbooks and research articles have been transformative.” Doug Rees (UCLA and Caltech 
faculty colleague) 
 
“I celebrate the brilliance of Dr. Richard E. Dickerson. He was the pivotal force in his legendary authorship and collaboration with Irving Geis, my 
father, who illustrated their textbooks: Structure and Action of Proteins; Chemistry Matter and the Universe and Hemoglobin. These books 
taught and inspired an entire generation of students and scientists, including several Nobel Prize recipients. I cherish Dr. Dickerson's articles 
featuring the achievements of their collaboration. A visit long ago with Dr. Dickerson and Lola in beautiful Aspen is a special memory.” Sandy 
Geis, NYC 
 
"Spending 30 plus years working with Dick, an excellent scientist and mentor, was a joy and I am forever grateful for the opportunities it 
afforded." Mary L. Kopka 


